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It was noticeable tlmt better results were obtained when treatment 
was instituted in the early stages nf the disease, when lesions were 
confined to one side of the neck. It is tpiitc probable that if patients 
in whom the lesion was confined to the tonsil or to a few Jthinds of the 
neck presented themselves for treatment, they might lie cured by 
complete tonsillectomy and excision followed by |a>stopenilive roent¬ 
gen treatment; certainly these niethoils should la- (oven a thorough 
trial in cases in the incipient stages of the disease. 1 lie authors ure 

of the opinion that radium will pmliier fully as g.I results as the 

roentgen ravs in Hodgkin's disease. The results obtained by van.. 

methods of treatment over a period of three years observation are 

. .iri/.cd. The authors note that of the thousands of patients 

treatisl there are only two authentic cases in which the patients are 
rc|Hir(cd syniptom-free after five years. 

The Diagnosis and Serum Treatment of Anterior Poliomyelitis. 

ZixtillKII (,/onr. .Ini. Mr,/. 1917, Ixviii.Xli) gives a siiniinary of 

cases of polionivflilis treatisl with immune and normal jmninn serum. 
It is interesting to see that of 51 preparalytie cases treated with immune 
si*rum, M ivmaineil fire from paralysis, while of the 10 who developed 
some form of paralysis. ;> made a complete linn recovery. 1 lie results 

with normal ..seem to be very favorable, but the number of cases 

treatisl in the preparalytie stage of the disease is too small, and a 
larger series of cases should first !«■ treated before final deductions arc 
made. The author says it is dillieult t» stale how many o the patients 
treated with serum would have remained free from paralysis without 
serum treatment. It seemed, however, that the action of serum in 

IK.fi .vclitis is beneficial; that the use of serum from recent immune 

donors'is preferable to normal serum, but that human scrum is indi¬ 
cated in the treatment of the acute stages, especially m the prcpuralvlic 
period of the disease. When carefully observe; and. controlled, the 
treatment is harmless. A distinct reaction follows in some of the 
cases after the first dose; the reaction is less marked after the second, 
and little, if nnv. is noted after the third injection of serum, lwo 
groups of cases seemed to give an unfavorable prognosis even in the 
earlier stages of the disease. One was the fulminating bulbar type 
with a rapidly progressive involvement of the respiratory center. 
The second tvpc was a rapidly developing spinal paralytic form. In 
the latter cases, which were treated after the paralysis had already 
made a distinct headway and was beginning to involve the muscles of 
respiration, the serum showed possibly in a certain pro|Nirtlflii »f 
cases an inhibitory effect on further progress, which resulted III a 
saving of life. It is dillieult to forecast, however, what the natural 
result of the disease would have been in these eases. ( ontrol patunts 
without serum, in whom the muscles of respiration were involved at 
the time the patients came under observation, have also recovered. 
It seemed, however, that a larger number of serum-treated patients of 
the same degree of severity had remained alive than would have 
without the use of serum. No very definite .judgment of the value 
„f serum can he based on the results obtained in these eases 1 cl, as 
a possible life-saving procedure, the author would continue to use the 
serum even in these cases and in the course „f tune obtain more definite 
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results. In his conclusions the author states that the injection of 
immune ami of normal human serum into the spinal canal during 
the acute febrile stage of poliomyelitis causes a distinct cellular reac¬ 
tion which is mostly polynuclear in type. The phagocytic action of 
these cells is beneficial in poliomyelitis. Such action is enhanced in 
immune serum hy the presence of specific antibodies. It is preferable 
to use fresh serum, or scrum which has been obtained under sterile 
precautions, passed through a Birkcfcld filter and bottled without 
the addition of a preservative. The presence of n preservative and 
of hemoglobin in scrum enhances its irritating effect, and gives rise 
to the more severe types of reaction. For purposes of treatment, it 
is important to diagnose the eases during the prcpnralytic stage of 
the disease by the typical group of early symptoms and the changes 
in the spinal lluid. 


A Note on Sublingual Medlcatlon.—Cooi'F.lt (The I’ractitioncr, 191(1, 
xcvii, ‘193) endorses the sublingual administration of hypodermic 
tablets in many cases where hypodermic medication seems inevitable, 
as in cases of severe vomiting, coma, esophageal obstruction, etc. The 
great advantage of the method is that it does not require any apparatus 
nor sterilisation. lie believes that this method has proved very effectual 
and is practically ns prompt in action ns when the remedies arc used 
hypodermically. 


The Treatment of Certain Diseases of the Skin by the Intravenous 
Injection of Foreign Protein.— Knusian and McGoeky (Jour. Am. Hal. 
Aasn., 1910, btvii, 1741) report the treatment of several forms of skin 
disease with the parenteral injection of foreign protein. The protein 
was obtained by using suspensions of typhoid organisms. The results 
were very favorable in such conditions ns lupus, crythematosis, psoriasis, 
and several other types of dermatosis. Although the immediate results 
were satisfactory the treatment was often followed by relapse. They do 
not recommend this treatment for general use as yet but believe that 
its results nrc worthy of much further investigation. 


The Diagnosis and Treatment of Hookworm Disease.— Bh.i.inos 
and IflCKLEY (Jour. Am. Mai. /!«»., 1910, Ixvii, 1908) say that thymol 
is the anthelmintic almost universally administered throughout the 
United States in the treatment of hookworm disease, and it was used 
exclusively in their hospital until one year ago, when oil of chcnopodium 
was substituted. Since that time, owing to the encouraging results 
obtained, oil of chenopodiuin has been adopted as the regulation treat¬ 
ment to the exclusion of all others, the oil being of the variety known 
ns the Baltimore oil. Compared with thymol, oil of chcnopodium gives 
markedly hotter end-results, and its value is further enhanced by the 
facts that not only is it followed by fewer disagreeable after-effects but 
with its use no dietetic precautions need be exercised either before or 
during its administration. The routine course of treatments for adults 
is ns follows: Preparatory treatment: At 7 a.m. magnesium sulphate, 
saturated solution 00 c.e. At 7 I'.Ji., sodium sulphate, saturated sola- 



